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Dates to Remember 

 1/7:  Classes Resume 

 1/9:  Teacher Collabora-

tion (MWF Threes/AM 

Pre-K dismiss 30 minutes 

early and PM Pre-K begin 

30 minutes late) 

 1/10:  Pre-K Lunch Bunch 

 1/16:  Chapel at 9:30 for 

PC  

 1/17:  Chapel at 9:30 for 

BB, YD, & OF and 1:00 for 

GF & BH 

 1/18:  Chapel at 9:30 for 

WP & RB 

 1/19:  Enrollment Day for 

current families (9:00-

10:00) 

 1/21:  No Preschool:  First 

Aid and CPR Certification 

 1/24:  Pre-K Lunch Bunch 
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Inside this issue: 

 Happy New Year!  

We are so happy to be 

back spending our days 

with your amazing children.   

 A new year typi-

cally brings winter weather 

and illness.  Please plan to 

follow the West Des 

Moines Community School 

District for school closings 

due to inclement weather.  

We will also do our best to 

contact you if preschool is 

not in session. 

 Please also report 

any illnesses by calling/

texting the preschool 

phone (515-689-8334).  

We do track illness and any 

specific information re-

garding your child’s ab-

sence is much appreciated. 

 The 2019-2020 

Registration Survey re-

sults are back.  Although 

all currently enrolled stu-

dents are guaranteed a 

spot in next year’s classes, 

it may or may not be your 

first choice in sessions.  

Please see information in 

this newsletter regarding 

our January 19 enrollment 

day for currently enrolled 

families.  A letter will also 

be in your child’s mailbox 

next week.  Please do not 

hesitate to ask me for any 

needed clarification. 

  We will still try to 

take the preschoolers out-

side when the “feel-like” 

temperature is above 30 

degrees.  It is important 

that you send your child 

with a warm coat, hats, 

mittens or gloves each day 

so that they are comforta-

ble going outside.  We fol-

low the Child Care Weath-

er Watch, which takes into 

consideration wind chill at 

this time of the year.  We 

generally start to monitor 

the wind chill if it is colder 

than  30 degrees. 

Blessings, 

 

Heidi 

 

Director’s Note 

January 2019 

Preregister for Afternoon Classes! 

Seeds of Faith will hold 

its annual enrollment 

session for currently 

enrolled families on Jan-

uary 19.  See details on 

the next page! To en-

courage families to con-

sider afternoon 3s and 

PreK classes, we invite 

families registering for 

an afternoon section to 

preregister before Jan-

uary 19.  Families who 

register for afternoon 

classes do not need to 

attend the January 19 

Saturday morning regis-

tration session.  If after-

noon classes will work 

in your family’s sched-

ule, please consider it.  

See Katie Asplund’s  

testimonial on the next 

page for her reasons for 

choosing the afternoon 

classes for her children 

this year.  Please let me 

know if you have any 

questions regarding 

2019-2020 enrollment. 



was to a point where two days a week 

without a nap wasn’t a big deal.  Now that 

we’re halfway through our school year, 

I’ve discovered so many other things I 

enjoy about afternoon preschool.  First of 

all, the programming options for the morn-

ings are vast.  My girls have done swim 

lessons, a couple of zoo classes, community 

center classes around town, library sto-

rytime, and Friday Funday at the Des 

Moines Playhouse.  With Ruth going to 

kindergarten next year, it’s been very 

special to fit all these activities in with 

her, many of which are not offered in the 

afternoons.  Once I get the girls to 

school, I have found afternoons a little 

easier to make appointments for myself, 

and the stores are a little quieter!  My 

girls have enjoyed the smaller class sizes, 

and I enjoyed not having to stand outside 

for January registration, a perk for sign-

ing up for afternoon classes!  For our fam-

ily, afternoon classes have been a great 

choice! 

Katie Asplund, mom of Ruth and Elsie, 
shares the benefits of her experience 
with afternoon preschool classes below: 
“I have my two daughters at SOF this 

year, and this was the first time signning 

up for afternoon classes (T/TH 3s & PM 

PreK).  The initial draw, for me, was having 

afternoon class times that were the same, 

not staggered.  This was a great conven-

ience when I’m trying to squeeze every-

thing I can into that preschool window!  

My three-year-old still napped, but she 

 Registration for the 2019-2020 

preschool year begins Saturday, January 

19, from 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Current families 

only are invited to register on this special 

day.  Registration will be on a first-come, 

first-served basis.  Please plan to enter 

through the preschool’s north doors.  It is 

important for you to attend the Saturday 

registration session if you are interested 

in registering your child for next year’s 

preschool classes.  Based on survey re-

sults, we anticipate that the MWF AM 

Threes, T/TH AM Threes, and the AM  

Pre-K classes may fill on registration day. 

 All two-year-old and three-year-

old students will receive the needed regis-

tration forms in their child’s mailbox dur-

ing the week of January 14; Pre-K stu-

dents indicating interest in next year’s 

classes and families with eligible siblings 

will also receive the required forms.  If 

you do not receive the necessary forms, 

please do not hesitate to let me know. 

 The preschool door will open at 

8:00 a.m. for those who wish to wait in-

side.  Donuts, coffee, and wifi will be 

available.  History tells us that the regis-

tration line is formed much earlier than 

8:00 a.m.  The Department of Human Ser-

vices sets the requirements for class size.  

All currently enrolled children and their 

siblings have a spot in next year’s clas-

ses.  However, pending the outcome of 

registration day, your first choice of class 

time may or may not be available.   

 Beginning February 1, registra-

tion will open to families on our waiting 

list.  If you would like to take advantage 

of early registration, please plan to regis-

ter your child prior to that date. 

 Please look for more information 

regarding the registration day in the com-

ing weeks.  It is very important that you 

read this information carefully and ask for 

clarification when necessary.   

 

 

 

  

  

The First Snow By David 

Christian 

Time To Sleep  By Denise 

Fleming 

The Big Snow By Berta Hader 

The Snowy Day  By Ezra Jack 

Keats 

The Mitten  By Jan Brett 

The Snowman  By Raymond 

Briggs 

Little Fern’s First Winter 

By Jane Simmons 

It’s Snowing! By Olivier  

Dunrea 

 

Benefits to Afternoon Preschool 

2019-2020 Registration 

Snowy Stories  
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Time:  Limit the amount of quality 

screen time your child has to 1-2 

hours per day for children 2 years old 

and older. 

Talk:  Talk with your child about 

what they are watching.  Ask ques-

tions to further learning.  “What else 

could Clifford have done to help?” or 

“How do you feel after watching 

this?” 

Coach:  Coach your child to be 

choosy TV and internet viewers.  Give 

them choices between 2 shows or 

games that would be acceptable to 

you 

 Tips for choosing apps 

1. Think about what your child is  

passionate about 

2. Distinguish what is truly educational 

3. Develop a media plan for your family 

4. Play together 

5. Select apps from trusted sources  

fill more than 80 birthday bags to 

donate to Clive Community Ser-

vices.  These bags will go to kiddos 

under the age of 12 who visit the 

food bank during their birthday 

month.  In addition, we also gave 

December's noisy offering to Clive 

Community Services.  We were able 

Thank you to all the families that 

donated to noisy offering this fall 

and donated items for the birth-

day bags during Advent in Decem-

ber.   God is GREAT!  We can 

make a difference in our commu-

nity through service, even at a 

young age.  Because of your dona-

tions, we were able to decorate and 

to donate $200.00 because of your 

generosity.    

Promoting Positive Behavior 

Healthy Viewing Habits for Children and Families 

From Iowa Public Television Educational Services 

Thank you for your donations!  

tive behavior as long as it poses no 

immediate threat for safety. 

Children develop self-control if we: 

 Act as we expect them to act 

 Set reasonable and positive ex-

pectations 

 Respect their feelings  

 Trust them to succeed 

 Offer them good choices 

 Calmly talk about problems 

(National Association for the Educa-

tion of Young Children, 2009). 

 

 A child needs daily one-on-

one focused attention from the 

adults in his or her life.  Adults make 

a big difference in how children ap-

proach life.  When we spend quality 

time with our young children, it is like 

giving them “emotional vitamins,” nec-

essary for their social-emotional 

growth and development.  Whenever 

possible, highlight a young child’s pos-

itive behavior and ignore their nega-
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Educate:  Use an episode or segment 

to teach lessons to children.  Further 

teach children by reading a book or 

doing an activity that reinforces the 

message 



At Seeds of Faith, it is our mission to inspire the  

growth of the whole child through faith, love, original  

learning experiences, and family partnerships. 

 

Heidi LaBounty, Director 

10395 University Avenue 

Clive, IA  50325 

SEEDS OF FAITH EARLY LEARNING CENTER  

Mabel S.   January 9 

Beckett R.   January 11 

Lucy J.    January 15 

Liam G.    January 18 

Freddy S.   January 18 

Collins G.   January 19 

Harry I.   January 19 

Ruth A.    January 22 

January Birthdays! 

Phone: 515-689-8334 

Web:  www.faithlc.org/preschool 

E-mail: seedsoffaith@faithlc.org 

Planting Seeds of Faith and Knowledge 

We’re on Facebook! 

Like our Page! 


