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Faith Lutheran Church 
Funeral Planning - Scripture and Hymns 
 
10395 University Ave – Clive, IA – 50325 
515.225.8334  www.faithlc.org 
 

Preparing for A Funeral 
 
At a person’s death, the church shares the grief of those who mourn and remembers the brevity of 
life on earth. At the funeral we give voice to sorrow, thank God for our loved one, and entrust this 
companion of ours into the hands of God. Trusting in God’s promise in baptism that we are claimed 
by Christ forever, we rest in the sure hope of the resurrection. When the church gathers to mark the 
end of life, Christ crucified and risen is the witness of worship, the strength of mutual consolation, 
and the hope of healing. 
 
First Steps 
 

□ Contact a Faith Lutheran pastor upon the death of a loved one. 
□ Contact a funeral home.  
□ Set the date for a funeral or memorial service in conversation with the funeral home and Faith 

Lutheran pastor.  
□ Meet with a pastor to plan the worship service and any luncheon or reception plans. The 

pastor will guide the family through all the decisions that need to be made. Go to 
www.faithlc.org/worship and click on “Funeral” for a planning guide.  

 
 
Template for the Order of Worship 
 
Prelude 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Song 
 

Greeting  
 

Prayer  
 

Reflections 
 

Readings  
 

Gospel  
 

Message  
 

Song  
 

Creed  
 

Prayers Of Intercession  
 

Holy Communion (optional) 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Commendation  
 

Blessing  
 

Song  
 

Dismissal  
 

Postlude 
 

 
Notes: 

 
 
 

http://www.faithlc.org/
http://www.faithlc.org/worship
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Suggested Funeral Texts 
 
Job 19:23-27 
 

"O that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! O that with an iron pen 
and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at 
the last he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh I 
shall see God, whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
A time to be born, and a time to die; A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
A time to kill, and a time to heal; A time to break down, and a time to build up; 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; A time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
A time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to seek, and a time to lose; 
A time to keep, and a time to throw away; A time to tear, and a time to sew; 
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate 
A time for war, and a time for peace. 
 
Psalm 23 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil, for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff, they comfort me.   
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me,  
you have anointed my head with oil and my cup is running over.   
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
Psalm 46:1–7 
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the 
heart of the sea; 3though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. 
6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 
Psalm 121 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills — from where will my help come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
6The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
8The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore. 
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Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread 
over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 
Then the LORD GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will 
take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; 
we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
Isaiah 43:1–4 
 

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not 
consume you. 3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your 
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and 
honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 
 
Matthew 11:25–30 
 

25At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 
 
Luke 2:29–32 
 

29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 
 
John 6:37-40 
 

Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive 
away; 38 for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 
39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but 
raise it up on the last day. 40 This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and 
believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day." 
 
John 10:27-29 
 

My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater 
than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. 
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John 11:21-27 
 

Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now 
I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." 23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise 
again." 24 Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25 
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27 She 
said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world." 
 

John 12:23–26 
 

23Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 

John 14:1-6 
 

 1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going." 5 
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6 
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 
 

Romans 5:1–11 
 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope 
of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
5and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 

6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone 
die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 
8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more 
surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the 
wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his 
Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we 
even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 
 

Romans 6:3-9 
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  5 For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin.  
8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
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Romans 8:28 
 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to 
his purpose. 
 
Romans 8:31-35,37-39 
 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
33 Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is 
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 
for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:51–57 
 

51Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, 52in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality. 54When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and 
this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:  
"Death has been swallowed up in victory." 55"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is 
your sting?" 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  The 
Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
 

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that 
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by 
no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together 
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage 
one another with these words. 
 
2 Timothy 4:7-8 
 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 From now on there is 
reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on 
that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
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Hebrews 12:1–2 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
 
1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In 
this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the 
genuineness of your faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire 
— may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although 
you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him 
and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls. 
 
1 John 3:1–2 
 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God's 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
 
Revelation 21:1–7 
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away." 
 

5And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he said, 
"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of 
the water of life. 7Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be 
my children. 
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Suggested Hymns  
 
Abide With Me (ELW 629) 
 
Amazing Grace (ELW 779) 
 
Borning Cry – I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry  (ELW 732) 
 
Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW 781) 
 
Jesus Loves Me (ELW 595) 
 
For All the Saints (ELW 422) 
 
For All Your Saints, O Lord (ELW 427) 
 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)  
 
How Great Thou Art (ELW 856) 
 
I Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485) 
 
I Know that my Redeemer Lives (ELW 619) 
 
My Faith Looks up to Thee (ELW 759) 
 
My Hope is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 597) 
 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand (ELW 773) 
 
Shall We Gather at the River (ELW 423) 
 
Softly and Tenderly (ELW 608) 
 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502) 
 
The Lord’s My Shepherd (ELW 778) 
 
Thy Holy Wings (ELW 613) 
 
We Know that Christ is Raised (ELW 449) 
 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus (ELW 742) 
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FEES 
 
Fees are payable to the individuals at the time of the worship service: 

Lead Pastor: Honorarium 
Organist/Pianist: $175 
Vocalist (Optional): $75-solo, $50-hymn support 
Sound: $50 
Livestream Operator (Optional): $50  

 
If Faith Lutheran is providing the luncheon, the family is responsible for costs of sandwiches ordered 
from HyVee. Salads and desserts are provided by Faith members. The HyVee receipt is given to the 
family at the luncheon. Amount is payable to Faith Lutheran Church the following week. 
 
 
NOTES: 
 


	Job 19:23-27

